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Considerable pains over drawing up this petition.    I read all the
literature available on the subject."
Although Gandhiji lived in Natal for a few years from 1894,
some petitions from the South African Republic or the Transvaal,
as it came to be called later, have also been included in this
volume. The reason for ascribing these petitions to Gandhiji is
that he spent his first year in South Africa, i.e., a part of 1893
and of 18945 in Pretoria, the capital of the Transvaal, and came
in close touch with the Indians there and their problems. He
writes in his autobiography (Pt II, Ch. XII): ". . . there was now
in Pretoria no Indian I did not know, or whose condition I was
not acquainted with." He also says that he formed an associa-
tion there, "to make representations to the authorities concerned
in respect of the hardships of the Indian settlers, and offered to
place at its disposal as much of my time and service as was
possible". Though he worked in Natal thereafter, it is quite likely
that the Transvaal Indians approached him to draft their petitions
for them. Wherever he was, whether in Natal or the Transvaal,
he was intensely interested in the -Indian question in all South
Africa, and he wrote constantly on the problems of Indians also in
other parts of South Africa, like the Orange Free State and the
Cape Colony, and even of Indians in Rhodesia, though he did
not live in these places.
It must, however, be stated that not all petitions submitted
by Indians were drafted by Gandhiji; some had been submitted
even prior to Gandhiji's arrival in South Africa. These petitions
were evidently drafted for them professionally by European lawyers.
All the same, it is quite possible that once Gandhiji appeared on
the scene and started taking deep interest in their problems,
Indians, as a rule, got their petitions drafted by him. This is also
the view of Shri Chhaganlal -Gandhi and of Shri Polak, both of
whom worked with Gandhiji from about 1904 and remained with
him for the rest of his stay in South Africa.
Two other documents also have been included here, though
they do not bear his signature. These are the Constitution and
the First Report of the Natal Indian Congress. Gandhiji founded
the Natal Indian Congress and was its first Secretary. A draft of
the Constitution in Gandhiji's own hand has been found.
From available evidence, the first petition which Gandhiji
drafted was in June 1894. Thereafter, he seems tirelessly to have
framed petitions one after another in rapid succession. At this
stage in his* public work, he employed, for righting wrongs, the
method of publishing facts and appealing to reason and con-